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superior to himself in knowledge, in figure, and
estate, is not his business ; for, as such conversation
mnst necessarily take up a great deal of his time, so
it ordinarily must occasion a great expense of
money, nay, sometimes the first may be more fatal
to him than the last; as the money may be re-
covered and gotten up again, but the time cannot.

Above all things, the tradesman should take care
not to be absent in the season of business ; for the
warehouse-keeper to be absent from 'Change, which
is his market, or from his warehouse at the times
when the merchants generally go about to buy, he
had better be absent all the rest of the day.

I know nothing is more frequent than for the
tradesman, when company invites, or an excursion
from business offers, to say, Well, come, I have no-
thing to do; here's no business to hinder, there's
nothing neglected, I have no letters to write, and
the like; and away he goes to take the air for the
afternoon, or to sit and enjoy himself with a friend;
things innocent in themselves. But here, it is pos-
sible, is the crisis of a tradesman's prosperity ; in
that very moment business presents, a valuable
customer comes to his warehouse to buy, who,
finding him absent, goes somewhere else; an unex-
pected bargain offers to be sold, which may never
offer again; another calls to pay money, and the
like. In short, diligence, and the tradesman's
constant attendance in his shop, is so necessary, and
so reputable a thing to him, that even merchants
and others, who may not want to deal with him just
then, yet seeing his application, and that he is hardly
ever at the times of business out of his shop, will
be. encouraged to call on him when they want any-
thing in his way; and look upon such an one as the
best and safest man either to buy of, or sell to ; and
how advantageous this will be to him* and how pro-
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